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The womb is in the blood-filled body of the mother,
just like the crab in water. The crab's body is somewhat
roundish. From the right and left flanks of this round
body three or four long sharp spikes or legs project
out. By the help of these long spikes which project
from the flanks, crab encircles other animals and things.
The name Karka is derived from this characteristic.
In similar manner, the womb in the mother's body
encircles the child, and holds it till birth takes place.
The word Karkataka also means

g^ wft f^prar ^Rr ^rfer; ^rrRr ^ppfir
^z:

The womb gives trouble to the mother, and hence
the womb is called Karkataka. Thus the name Karkataka
has been given to this constellation since it mainly
deals with the womb in the mother's body.

The interpretations described so far of the four
constellations Mesha, Vrishabha, Mithuna and Karkataka
pertain to the first third "ThathsavithurvareniyanJ" of
the Gayathri Mahthra. It has been described how Parasakthi
rises out of the Supreme Being, divides Herself into
the qualities of Sathva, Rajas and Thamas, and then
from the level of Iswara and Iswari creates the entire
universe, and in particular creates the human body in
the mother's womb.

The creation of the body is completed in the mother's
womb up to the seventh month, and then the Jeevathma
the Supreme Being's reflected Chaithanya, in conjunction
with the pure knowledge T pervades in the Anandamaya,
Vijnanamaya and Manomaya sheaths. And then the child